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Welcome to 3rd Grade! 

 

Welcome to 3rd grade! I am so excited to be part of 

your child’s school experience. This is a big year for 

students! Your child’s academics this year will show 

amazing growth. While I have high expectations for my 

students, and myself, I strive to make your child’s 

learning environment fun and one where children take 

ownership of their learning. I use a variety of 

resources to meet the standards set before us and will 

work diligently to differentiate your child’s instruction 

while still meeting our grade level standards for 3rd 

grade. I look forward to a great year with you and your 

child. 

 

Mrs. Sheft 

   



 

Communication 

 

Communication between home and school is essential 

for your child to excel. There are several ways to 

communicate with me. Please choose whatever works 

best for you. 

 

• Leave a note in your child’s agenda. 

• Send a note to school in your child’s homework folder. 

• Call me at school at 518-884-7250. 

• Email me at asheft@bscsd.org. 
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Grading 

 

My grading practices align with the District report 

card. You will see the following notations on your child’s 

work: 

 

E = Exceeds grade level expectations 

M = Meets grade level expectations 

B = Below grade level expectations 

 

4 = Demonstrates a thorough understanding of grade 

level content 

3 = Demonstrates an understanding of grade level 

content 

2 = Demonstrates partial understanding of grade level 

content 

1 = Does not demonstrate an understanding of grade 

level content 

 

 

 



Agendas and Homework Folders 

 

Your child will bring home a homework folder and 

agenda each day. We use these tools as an avenue of 

communication between home and school. It is your 

child’s responsibility to get these home, but you will 

need to look through them and help supervise the 

completion of the assignments. 

 

The homework folder will contain important notes, 

information, and completed papers, as well as homework 

or papers that need to be completed and returned to 

school. Any notes to me, or to school, can also be put in 

the homework folder. 

 

Keeping the homework folder neat and orderly makes 

the whole process much easier for all of us! 

 

 



Homework 

 

Assignments will be written in the agenda each day. 

The agenda should be signed by an adult AFTER 

homework is completed and checked by the adult. 

 

Homework should take about 30 minutes each night. If 

your child is having difficulty completing homework in 

this time frame, please let me know. You can expect 

your child to have nightly reading, word work and a 

vocabulary assignment each week. 

 

 

 



Enrichment Activities 

 

If your child is interested in completing enrichment 

activities at home there are various opportunities on 

my class website. You will find these under the ELA and 

Math Parent Resources section. There are practice 

pages that will provide extra practice in math. These 

are organized by unit and will provide excellent concept 

reinforcement. There are reading response ideas, 

supplemental reading logs, as well as journal prompts to 

enhance your child’s ELA skills. 

 

Missed Work 

 

If your child is absent I will gladly get the work 

together for you to pick up at school (you will need to 

call the office ahead of time) or I can send it home 

with a friend or neighbor. If work is not requested, I 

will place missed work in your child’s cubbie and I ask 

that it be completed and returned to school. 

 

 



Nightly Reading 

 

This year we will be having a Tower of Books Challenge. 

Please feel free to read to, or with, your child. It can 

be books, magazines, newspapers, books with cassettes, 

etc. The challenge encourages students to read a 

variety of genres. If you have trouble finding books to 

meet the required areas please let me know and I can 

assist your child in finding them at school. 

 

Developing and maintaining a love of reading will help to 

ensure that your child grows and progresses in all areas 

of learning. Please make sure to sign your child’s Tower 

of Books log as they complete books. As students 

complete books they will be rewarded with DOJO 

points and will also earn a special class wide reward as 

we near the end of the year.  

 

Your child should also come to school each day with one 

or two books that he/she can read independently. 

These books can be their own personal books or books 

from the library. They will need the books for free 

time, transitioning from one activity to another, 

independent reading time, etc. I also have books 

available in our classroom. 

 



Humanities Schedule 

 

Monday: PE 

 

Tuesday: Art 

 

Wednesday: Music 

 

Thursday: PE 

 

Friday: Library 

 

 

 



Class DOJO 

 

This year I will be using a web-based program called 

Class Dojo to help track students’ behavior. It is an 

excellent communication tool. 

 

In Class Dojo, students can earn points for positive 

behaviors based on our school wide character education 

traits. If a student is not following our positive 

practices, I will redirect the student at least once 

before removing a point.  

 

Each Friday we will have a banking time for students to 

cash in DOJOs and buy rewards. This time allows us to 

get some extra math practice in as students calculate 

their points and decide on their buying options. Every 

Monday morning the points are reset as the week 

begins with a fresh start. Students love being able to 

track their points! 

 

Once you are connected to Class DOJO you will receive 

weekly updates on your child’s behavior. Students can 

create their own account so they can check on their 

own progress as well. (There’s even an app!) Parents 

love having instant access to how their child is doing.  

 

 



Another great feature of Class Dojo is the ability for 

me to send messages to parents. There is also a Class 

Story section that allows the students, and myself, to 

upload photos of what we are doing in the classroom. 

 

Students and parents from previous classes have loved 

it and I hope you will enjoy it too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Classroom Behavior Expectations 

 

Our DOJO classroom behaviors are aligned with the 

Malta Way. When students are showing these positive 

behaviors they will be rewarded with DOJO points or 

DOJO dollars. The DOJO points are given 

electronically within our Class DOJO program. When I 

am not able to award DOJO points electronically, I will 

use the DOJO dollars to encourage these positive 

behaviors. While I prefer to focus on positive 

behaviors, there may be times that a student will lose 

DOJO points.  

 

 

 

 

 



The Malta Way 

 

“Being proud of who you are on the inside and how you show it 

on the outside.” 

 

• Citizenship ~ Do your part to make your school and community better. 

Treat everyone equally and work well with others. 

 

• Fairness ~ Play by the rules. Take turns and share. Listen to others 

and treat people fairly. Fair does not always mean equal. 

 

• Responsibility ~ Taking care of your own actions and making sure you 

are doing what you know is right. 

 

• Generosity ~ The willingness to help others. 

 

• Respect ~ Treating people the way you want to be treated. 

 

• Caring ~ Treating people with kindness. Show concern and 

understanding for others. Help people in need. 

 

• Perseverance ~ Continuing to try your best, even when something is 

difficult. Stamina, determination. 

 

• Trustworthiness ~ Be honest, be reliable: do what you say you will do. 

 

• Friendship ~ Showing kindness and support for others around you. 

Helping others when needed. 

 

 



Snack 

 

We will be having snack time each day. I allow students 

to have a snack in the morning as they arrive and 

complete their morning work and at the end of the day 

during read aloud. Please send in a nutritious snack for 

your child. This snack should be separate from their 

lunch and be something that they can open, eat, and 

clean up themselves. 

 

Our lunch time is 11:00 each day. 

 

 

 



Birthdays 

 

Each child is invited to celebrate their birthday with 

the class. Even the summertime ones!! 

 

Due to food allergies, any edible treats sent in should 

be store bought and follow the Health and Wellness 

guidelines. As an alternative to edible treats, students 

can share pencils, stickers, erasers or other small 

treats with their classmates. I encourage non-edible 

ideas for celebrating. 

 

 






